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naturally existed j but these were they, who liad in possession
an equality of ruling and being ruled. Hence there exists
justice rather towards a wife than towards children and slaves;
for this is economical justice 5 but this also is different from
political justice.

CHAP. VII.

Political justice divided into natural, and legal.    A dtftnttion of
the terms u&ed in speaking of justice and injustice,

1, BUT of political justice, one kind is natural, the other le-
gal, The natural, which has the same power every where, and is
not just from its being or not being decreed, The legal,
which, at first, whether it was enacted in this or the other
way, made no difference, but after they have constituted it, it
does differ; as the ransoming of prisoners for a mina, or the
sacrificing a goat and not two sheep: again, as many laws
as men enact on particular occasions? such as sacrilicing to
Brasidas and things agreed upon by public edicts.

3. But all [just] things appear to come to be such, [i. c.
legal,] because that which subsists by nature is immoveable,
and has the same power every where j as, the fire burns both
here and with the Persians 5 but they see that just things
are moved. Now this is not so, yet it is in a certain degree $
nevertheless with the gods perhaps it never is so $ but with
us there is something moveable even by nature, but not
every thing. But at the same time there is a certain justice
by nature, and a certain other not by nature. Now winch of
the things capable of change is just by nature, and which is
not so, but legal and enacted by compact, if both are equally
moveable, is plain; and the same distinction will apply in
other things0. For by nature the right hand is the better5

0 The point most insisted on in this chapter is, that thdte is a natural
justice, although even that is in some cases liable to change: and the
chief argument is, that an exception does not overturn a general rule.